Progress always begins with one courageous step and one assertive "yes"
~ efi january

Greetings!
The lessons never end!
Garden design is engaging and intriguing.
New projects bring challenges that call for
contemplation, then both aesthetics and
practical needs drive the work toward artful
and useful solutions.
A consistent lesson is the one that reminds
me to just say "YES", no matter the
request.
Picture this - a client presents their future
landscape scenario, with associated
questions relating to a dreamy outdoor
room, a revised entry garden or a fantasy
swimming pool allowing her to float beneath
a bridge.
When asked can we-you do this? The
answer is "YES". Because that's when the
collaboration takes off, that's when the
research, the thinking, the work of design
begins, gratefully that's when the lessons
begin.

The Question 'Can you help?'
A few years ago, post hurricane, clients asked "Can
you help us do this?" when they planned to raise their
house many feet in height and set it on a higher
foundation.
We were starting over.
The entire garden needed to be redesigned. The soil
level was raised significantly, new walks, patios, fences
were designed, garden rooms were created.
Priority was constant, sequential color and four strong
seasons of interest.

With "YES" as the answer to their question, the
process began.

Early fall color...
Annual Lantana
Aster oblongifolius 'October Skies'
Muhlenbergia capillaris (Pink Muhly Grass)
Canna pretoria (varigated canna)

A Question about Deer...
The deer population continues to thrive in my region, so the question is often "Do you know plants
that deer won't eat?"
Of course hungry deer thrive in rural settings, but imagine them grazing at an elegant residence in a
NW Washington D.C. neighborhood.
It's mind bending to picture them standing on a busy urban corner reaching over a stone wall to munch
the daylilies in the entry garden. Do I know plants that deer won't eat?
The answer is "YES"

Deer Resistant plants:Yucca filamentosa Achillea millefolium 'Oertel's Rose' (Yarrow)
Perovskia atriplicifolia (Russian Sage)

Deer Resistant plants: Cypressus arizonica var.glabra 'Blue Ice' (Arizonia Cypress)
Hydrangea quercifolia 'Alice' (Oakleaf Hydrangea)
Juniperus virginiana 'Taylor' Panicum virgatum 'Cloud Nine'

"Anyone who has never made a mistake has never tried anything new."
~ Albert Einstein
It seems to me being open to new ideas, trying new things, is another way of saying "YES"

Viburnum plicatum 'Kilimanjaro'
(Winner of the Chelsea Flower Show
Plant of the Year 2014)

Physostegia virginiana
'Miss Manners'
Clump forming cutting flower;
Blooms all summer.

It's easier to stick with the old stand-bys,
staying within your comfort zone, but take a leap
and try new things.
My Dad used to say, "if you don't read,
you won't know." A similiar spirit pushes me to frequently
try new plants, new combinations, keeping it fresh in the
garden design biz.
Happily, my clients are adventuresome sorts
and these plants are finding their
way into new gardens.

TEDxTalk
Why we must do new things to lead a happier life.
~ LuAnn Cahn

Styrax Japonicus 'Evening Light'
(Japanese Snowbell)

M ore Gardening Questions...
"Can we use our own plants to fill in open areas in the garden?"
"If something is growing like mad, can we dig it up and move it about?"
"Is it easy to dig and divide perennials and ground covers?"

The answer is YES, YES and sort of YES.
You need a strong back and a sharp spade in early
spring or late summer, both prime times for digging
and dividing many perennials.

Daylilies at the George Brooks House
in St. Michaels, MD

We tackled this task in clients' gardens in midSeptember. An over-abundance of healthy Daylilies,
Black-eyed Susan's, Crocosmia, Ajuga, Siberian
Iris, Epimedium, Asian Ginger, Toad Lily, Persicaria
and Catmint were all dug, divided and replanted.

Iris Sibirica 'Ceasar's Brother'

Our timing allowed the plants to
establish new roots before cold weather
arrived.
Moving existing plants around in the
garden provides visual unity as you
repeat textures and colors in new
ways.
Extra benefit - your garden serves as
a 'mini nursery'!

Dividing Perennials
Ajuga ground cover

How to divide perennials

Crocosmia x 'Lucifer' (Montbretia)

SCULPTURE UPDATE It's still all about "YES"...
CAST : Art and Objects Made Using Humanity's Most Transformational Process
When the option to participate in the CAST Show in Philadelphia presented itself, the answer was
absolutely "YES".

The Wayne Art Center will host the CAST Show with
selected pieces from Jen Townsend and Renee Zettle
Sterling's splendid art book from Dec 7th, 2018 until Jan
26th, 2019.
They will both be present for a CAST Art and Objects
book signing and exhibit tour on Dec 7th and 8th, 2018.

Wayne Art Center

Thank you Jen and Renee! The cast bronze 'Fig' will be in good company.
The opening on December7th coincides with the 2018 International Juried Exhibit Craft Forms 2018,
curated by Perry Allen Price, Director and Curator Houston Center for Contemporary Craft.

...again another "YES"
The recent SOFA (Sculptural Objects and Functional Art) road trip introduced my sculpture to Chicago
art loving crowds. Gallerist, Kathy Imlay of Imlay Gallery exhibited my work at SOFA in early
November.
Now Kathy is taking her Imlay Gallery to Florida for the international art fair, ART BASEL- Miami
Beach from December 5th to December 9th, 2018.
She'll be at the AQUA ART Miami show located at the Aqua Hotel in Miami Beach, Florida.
Yet another reason to say "YES" this fall.

Thank you, Kathy!

and another reason to say "YES"...

When the new foundation to install art within Historic
Ellicott City, MD The Fund for Art in Ellicott City
asked if they could purchase and permanently install
my 'Aubergine' sculpture in front of the Howard County
Welcome Center on Main Street ...
the answer was an immediate "YES".
Stop by and see Bridget and Molly at
Howard County's Welcome Center
8267 Main Street
Ellicott City, MD
and take a Selfie with the Eggplant.
Ellicott City is back in Business!
And my Eggplant is happy to be part of the
revitalization!

Jewelry ...Finally there was one last question,
So are you ready to launch this new jewelry venture?
A resounding "YES", "YES", and "YES"!
"YES" to 3D printed wearable art with B-L-I-N-G! We're almost ready to share this latest work on my
website. Following months and months of R & D, the first prototypes are hot off the presses.
A grand Thank YOU! to all of my friends and clients who have been the equivalent of a market research
panel. Thank you for your thoughtful opinions and excellent feedback. They kept this effort going.
Earrings and Pendants will appear in a mini
e-store on my website in the early spring
store.jankirshstudio.com
Featuring the Avocado Half, the Chile, and the Fig to start. Each piece is a small 3-D printed version of
my sculpture with Swarovsky crystals added for
a bit of pizazz.
Now that you've had a sneak preview, can you
take a moment and help me out?
Send a quick email with your feed-back.
What do you think?
There will be more pieces to follow, I'm
wondering what your favorites will be?

Even though it may feel as though it's a juggling act to
handle all of the opportunities, I wouldn't have it any
other way. It's a lucky thing to have a full plate!
These varied projects give me the chance to
collaborate with some incredibly talented and fabulous
folks. Sculpture and landscape design make for a
sweet balance and provide opportunities to keep on
growing. And trying new things. And saying "YES".
There's much to be grateful for this Thanksgiving.
Wishing you a delicious and safe holiday with friends
and family and the opportunity to answer "YES" as
often as possible.

Your ideas are Welcome!
Got a notion or two of your own you'd like to explore? Or a dream that might benefit from some
team work?
Your ideas are welcome. Get in touch!

Email us now
To successful partnerships!

STAY CONNECTED

