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Whee!
Life is a bowl of cherries! It's spring which means
landscape design claims a lot of my attention. But, there
is so much excitement in the sculpture world, too.
Updates later in this newsletter...but first, plants.
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Recommended:

Greetings!

Who, me?
Are you trendy? If you've thought about going native with your plant
selections, then you're part of a growing group of conscientious gardeners.
Granted, using natives in the landscape is hardly novel. At this point in the
larger conservation conversation (say that five times fast!), it seems more like
common sense. Still, the trend continues to pick up steam as commercial
and residential property owners grow increasingly familiar with the benefits of
native plants. This is a bandwagon worth jumping on!

Eastern Redbud
(Cercis canadensis)

Eastern Redbud (pictured here
and above) is a well-tested, wellloved, tree native to the eastern
U.S. and Canada. In full sun, it will
have a compact, rounded growth
habit, while in shade it will be
more open and taller, but it
remains a small tree at maturity.
Growing 7-10 feet every five years,
Redbuds top out at 20-30 feet
overall. Along with the native type,
they are also available in a host of
derivatives, including weeping,
white flowered, and purple-leaved
cultivars.
__________________

Here, a filter strip planting at w ater's edge serves to slow storm w ater run-off.
Achillea 'Moonshine' (Yarrow ) and Iris versicolor (Blue Flag Iris)

What's "Native?"
The National Arboretum defines native plants as those that "occur naturally in
a particular region, ecosystem, or habitat without direct or indirect human
intervention." Purists may argue that cultivars with native lineage do not fit
the definition. I like to allow for more flexibility. As long as the non-natives I'm
recommending aren't invasive or unreliable in my region, I think
a healthy mix is in order.
Foam Flow er
(Tiarella cordifolia)

Shade-loving, clump-forming
Foam Flower is evergreen in mild
winter areas. Pink flower buds
transform to tiny white flowers,
atop multiple, wiry, leafless flower
stems. Can be planted in masses
to form an attractive, naturalizing
ground cover. It wants moist, but
not wet, soil, and is tolerant of
rabbits and deer. A fast grower, it
matures at 6 to 12" high and wide.
__________________

Turtlehead
(Chelone glabra)

Late summer to fall-blooming
Turtlehead is a robust perennial
native to the eastern U.S. and is
the sole food source for the
caterpillar of the
beautiful Baltimore Checkered
Butterfly. It enjoys full to part sun
and moist soils, reaching 2-4' in
height. White flowers with tinges of
pink or lavender resemble the
head of a turtle, hence the name.
Pink cultivars are also available.

WHAT WE DO
We are happy to help you design and
build your dream:
Custom sculpture
Landscapes
Hardscapes
House siting
Plant selection
Sw imming pools
Garden rooms & furniture
Excavation
Steel fabrication
Outdoor kitchens & BBQs
Lighting
Irrigation
Fences
Drivew ays
Fire pits
Arbors, trellises, shade
structures
_____________________

Stay Connected

Itea virginica 'Little Henry' (Virginia Sw eetspire)

Many native plants have newer cousins (varieties or cultivars) with improved
qualities that make them better suited to landscape design. For my clients'
gardens, I try to select plants that suit the landscape, the conditions, and the
tastes of the property owner, while still encouraging beneficial wildlife and
insect populations.
Itea virginica 'Little Henry' (above) is a good example of a "native derivative"
with enhanced characteristics. Reaching only 2 to 2.5 feet in height
(compared to 3 to 5 feet in the parent plant), with improved flower and fall
color, it is an excellent border plant.
Want to learn more? "Native Plants for Wildlife Habitat and
Conservation Landscaping: Chesapeake Bay Watershed" is an
invaluable resource.

Huh?!
Confused about the differences between natives and native derivatives? Here's
a useful, simplified explanation (from natureworks.com) of the terms that get

bandied about, especially when the discussion involves native plants:
Genus- a group of related plants.
Species - (spp.) individuals within a genus that can breed with each
other.
Sub species - plants within a species that are different in small ways
from each other; usually found within a specific place (geographical
region)
Variety - (var.) a group within a species that has significant small
differences from the rest of the members.
Cultivar - (cv.) cultivated variety. A plant know only in cultivation that
may have been selected from a naturally occurring variety and
propagated for garden use.
Hybrid - result of cross fertilization of 2 species, sub species, or
varieties.
Naturalized plant - Foreign plants that have settled into American
soil. May take hold and become quite common. Examples: Queen
Anne's Lace, Blue Chicory, Day Lilies, and Buttercups.
Environmental weeds - Plants that have drastically upset the
balance of nature, taking over and eliminating natives. Examples:
Multiflora Rose, Purple Loosestrife, and Kudzu.

Meadow created w ith Achillea millefolium (Common Yarrow ), Solidago speciosa (Show y
Goldenrod) and Ratibida pinnata (Yellow -headed Coneflow er), among others.

Why Go Native?
By providing food and shelter, natives in the landscape benefit insect and
wildlife populations. But, they have equal if not greater benefit to human
populations. Compared to lawns, they require less water, fewer pesticides,
and virtually no fertilizer while still preventing erosion. They remove carbon
from the atmosphere, don't require mowing, and they're beautiful!
The Maryland Native Plant Society provides this terrific e-booklet to serve
as a guide, and I'm happy to help you refine placement and selection when
you're ready.

Another filter strip planting bed along a tributary of the Chesapeake Bay
Echinacea 'Pink Double Delight' and Echinacia purpurea (Purple Coneflow er)

Hydrangea quercifolia 'Alice' (Oak Leaf Hydrangea) - a hybrid form of native hydrangea
grow ing beneath the shade of a mature oak.

When?
Already too busy to think about doing one more thing this spring? Not to
worry! The best time to plant natives is during their dormant phase in early
spring or late fall. Now is the time to make a plan for later this year.
Remember, once established, native plants generally require less time for
maintenance than other plants. Go native! Then sit back and enjoy the time
(and the butterflies) you're saving.

Asclepias incarnata (Milkw eed) blooms July to September and
provides food for Monarch caterpillars

Speaking of Time
Yes, I'm a little caught up in plants at the moment. This is the time of year
when most of my energy is focused on landscape design. But, the sculpture
adventures continue, now more than ever! Apart from a solo exhibition that
kicks off in September (more on that in my next newsletter), I've got all sorts
of exciting things happening in the sculpture world.
Earlier this month, I completed and delivered a dozen new Cherry sculptures,
to serve as a signature piece and client gift for Purple Cherry Architects of
Annapolis. It was terrific to work with the creative folks at this firm, and I'm
delighted to know the Cherry will have a small role in the good work they
provide.

Unveiled! New Cherry sculpture.

Time for Exhibitions
Is it ever! Six different sculptures were recently accepted into juried shows.
Tomato and Companionable Chiles were chosen for the Maryland Federation
of Art "Off the Wall" exhibition, which runs from June 15 to July 15, 2016 at
MFA Circle Gallery in Annapolis.

Com panionable Chiles - click for more images

Tomato, Plump Pal - click for more images

Habanero and Onion will be on exhibit in the Washington Sculptor Group's
Cartes Blanches exhibition at the Delaplaine Visual Arts Education Center in
Frederick, Maryland, opening on Saturday June 25 and running through July
30, 2016.

Habanero - click for more images

My beloved Pear will get a little boost - actually a rather big one - when it
grows to 72" (SIX FEET!) for public display in Ellicott City, and becomes part
of ArtSites 2016 in July. Patricia's Carrots, another new piece - this one over
FOUR feet tall - will also be part of that yearlong exhibition.
What an honor!

Onion - click for more images

Wishing you a happy Memorial Day and a wonderful spring!
Fondly,
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...Reflecting the intimate wonder of nature.
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